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GOD’S MASTER PLAN
Sermon Reprint Series: "And this Gospel shall be preached …" Matthew 24:14

Do you understand why you
were put here on earth? It is because
God had a purpose for this.
by Herbert W. Armstrong (1892 - 1986)

I WONDER if you realize why you are here.

God had a purpose when He put people on

the earth.
What the world does not know is that when the first man and woman rejected God, they
rejected Him as the Revealer of knowledge. The first thing God did was to begin to give
them knowledge. You've got to remember that here was a man and a woman created, and
they were made mature, not little babies. They were grown, they were full size, and they
were mature – just suddenly created. They had never been born, never been a human
being before.
God created a man and a woman, whole and complete. Can you imagine that? Did you
ever think about that before? Now, they had mature minds, but their minds did not have
any knowledge in them. They had ability to think, they had ability to reason, they had
ability to make decisions, but they didn't have any knowledge. The first thing God did
was to begin to talk to them. Those two people, Adam and Eve, had the wonderful
privilege of just sitting down and talking with God Himself. Think of that! God told
them why they had been created. He told them what His plan was for them.
Purpose of Creation
Why did God create those two people? Why were you born? What is the real purpose of
Eternal God? God is a Creator, but the most important thing He is trying to create is holy,
righteous, perfect character in other beings that are actually separate entities from God
Himself.
That is something that even God can't do Himself. Did you know that? God cannot just
put perfect character in you. That wouldn't be character, because character is the ability
of one to come to the knowledge of what is right as opposed to what is wrong, to decide
to do right even though he wants to do what is wrong. He has to resist himself and have
the willpower to do the right, whether he wants to or not, because he knows it's right.
That is what God has, that kind of character. We're put here to build that kind of
character.
Now I'll tell you one thing. The younger son in the parable who went away and wasted
his whole inheritance in riotous living was not really building much character, was he, in
that kind of a life?

God's Great Calling
Did you know that 40 years before Moses was called to lead the children of Israel out of
Egypt, God was preparing him to do that job? God had Moses' mother put him into a
little basket, and he floated in the Nile River until the princess, the daughter of the
pharaoh, found him and took him home to keep him. So Moses was raised like a prince.
He was given all of the education and all of the advantages of a prince, God had put him
through other experiences, and he had to flee away after a deed he did that was wrong.
Quite some time later, when he was 80 years of age, he was walking along one day and
he passed a burning bush that never burned up, even though it didn't have that much
wood to it. It was so unusual that Moses turned back to see what it was. Then God spoke
to him out of the bush. God said, "Moses, take your shoes off your feet. You're standing
on holy ground because I am here." Then God said, "Moses, I am calling you and I am
going to have you lead the children of Israel over to a land I promised to Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob, their forefathers." But Moses said, "No, Lord, I don't want to do it. You
know I stutter. I don't speak very well, so count me out Lord. Get someone else." The
Lord said, "You will do what I tell you. I know about your impediment of speech, and I
have appointed your brother Aaron to be your spokesman."
If God calls anyone to do something, God makes him do it, whether he wants to or not.
A little bit later, God called Jeremiah to be a prophet, but Jeremiah said, "Oh no, Lord,
count me out. I'm too young." God said, "You will do what I'm calling you to do."
Jeremiah said, "But Lord, you will have me go before kings, and I would just be
overawed by their stern faces." But God said, "Don't be afraid of their faces, because I
will be with you, and you will do what I've called you to do."
Then God called Isaiah and Isaiah said: "Oh no, Lord, count me out, I don't want to do
what you want me to do. I'm a man of unclean lips." So God had an angel take tongs and
a coal of fire to his lips and his lips were cleansed." Then Isaiah said, "Well, here I am.
Send me."
God called Jonah and wanted him to go and warn Nineveh. Jonah ran away and tried to
get away in a boat. He tried to run away from God. God had him thrown overboard and
swallowed up by a big special fish that God had created just for that purpose, a certain
kind of a whale. Finally in the belly of the fish, Jonah repented and said, "I'll do what
you want me to do if you'll let me out of here." It was a type of the resurrection of Christ
– he had been in the belly of the whale for three days and three nights.
The apostle Paul didn't want to do what God wanted him to do. He was going along
having Christians slaughtered. He was against Christianity. He was getting all the
Christians he could and delivering them to be killed. Then God struck him down. God
said, "Saul (Paul was originally called Saul), I am Jesus that you have been persecuting.
Why are you persecuting me? Now Saul, you will do what I tell you." Then his name
was changed to Paul, and he became a great apostle.

There were a couple of young men who were brothers, Peter and Andrew, who wanted to
be fishermen. They were in a boat fishing in the Sea of Galilee. Jesus said to them,
"Follow me." Peter and Andrew forsook all and they followed Christ, which was very
unusual because very few people want to do what God wants them to do. They usually
want to do just the opposite.
Adam Rejected Revelation
Adam and Eve had the first chance and God talked to them. As I said, they had mature
minds but had no knowledge in their minds. So God began to give them knowledge.
Finally they said: "Well, God, we'll think out our own knowledge. We'll produce our own
knowledge. We don't want to receive any more knowledge from you." They said, "We
rebel against you and we reject you as God." (This was after Satan got to Eve.) God
talked to them first and then He allowed Satan to get to them. Satan did it through Eve.
Eve was deceived, but Adam went along with her and rejected God as their religious head
and God, and rejected Him as their Ruler and King, and rejected Him as a Revealer of
knowledge. So God threw them out of the Garden of Eden, as you will find at the end of
the third chapter of Genesis. God said to them, "O.K., you have made your decision. So
you go and build your own fund of knowledge."
Now what we have in high schools, the colleges and the universities of this world is the
fund of knowledge that men have built without any help from God, but with an awful lot
of help from Satan the devil. "You go and form your own religions," Satan said. "You
create your own ideas of who you think God is and make your own gods out of wood or
stone or marble. You go and form your own governments." And they have.
Now, we have the governments of this world, and I know the heads of them. They have
problems that are way over their heads, much greater than they have any ability to solve.
I talk to them about their problems, and I tell them that there are two ways of life. One of
them is the give way and one is the get way. There are just two ways – you either give or
you get.
Really, a better word for give is love, meaning outgoing concern, not incoming lust. The
love way, then, is concern for others and for their good, wanting to help others, wanting
to cooperate, wanting to do good, wanting to benefit others and being concerned as much
for their welfare and what they have and possess as you are about your own. The get way
is the way of vanity, first of all. It is the way of self. I love me and I don't care about
anyone else. That is the way this world has been living all of these years.
Man Shut Off from God
God said to Adam, "You have rejected me." He drove man and woman out of the Garden
of Eden – shut them off from going back and receiving His Holy Spirit, which would
have given them God's knowledge. He shut them off from God's Government. And so
what do we have? The governments that men have formed – but men have been
influenced by Satan.

God did not shut Satan off. He left Satan to rule the earth for 6,000 years. The six days,
which are called Creation, back in the first chapter of Genesis, are only typical of the
6,000 years that God made for mankind to go its own way, influenced, of course, by
Satan.
Look where we are. Governments are fighting against one another all of the time.
Knowledge is as far away from God's truth as you can get, I'll tell you why. God said go
form your own education. They have done that. That's what we have in the world. We
have been going on for 6,000 years in a world like that.
Most of that 6,000 years the only means of travel was by foot or by a mule, donkey, horse
or a row boat or a sailboat, and they didn't seem to modernize and gel the kind of world
we have today until after the printing press, about 400 years ago or so.
Then we got into the diffusion of education. But it's the wrong education and it's this
world's type of education. That's what the world has today.
God punishes every son that He loves. But do you know that God's punishment is never
revenge? It is never a desire to hurt or to harm. God's punishment is always corrective,
it is always to try to help us and it is always done in love for us. It is to help us overcome
what is harming us and start doing the things that are good for us.
God wants us to have every good thing. He wants us to have fun, but going the way of
riotous living instead of the way of God is not the way o£ real lasting pleasure or
anything of the kind. If it were good for you, God would want you to do it. God only
forbids those things that are harmful to you.
What I finally want to get to is this. God had set a master plan, and each of the original
six days of renewing the face of the earth – as we call the days of creation back in the
first chapter of Genesis – was typical of a thousand years in God's overall master plan to
work out His purpose here below on earth.
God is going to soon produce a new world. Now remember, the present world has been
cut off from God, absolutely cut off. God put angels so no one then could get into the
Garden of Eden to receive God's Holy Spirit.
Others later have been called and received God's Holy Spirit, but it has been only a few. I
showed you a while ago how God called Moses, and then how He called Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and the apostle Paul. He finally called me, last of all.
We're getting down to the end of those 6,000 years. God didn't intend this to go on
forever. God put a time limit on it.
Man is cut off from God. Jesus said, "No man can come to me except the Father who has
sent me draw him." Now if any man tries to get to God any way but through Christ, he is
a thief and a robber. You can't get salvation except from Christ. But you can't come to
Christ unless the Father draws you. God is now calling only a very few.
World Not Being Judged Now
When God shut mankind off from Him, He ceased judging them. Then God wasn't

judging them one way or the other. Those that God calls, God judges. God called Noah.
God called Moses He called Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Now if they had refused they
were being judged when they were called.
You read in the Bible that judgment has already begun at the House of God, at God's own
Church. Judgment is on us, brethren. We are those whom God has called.
God is not letting it go on forever and ever that Satan is influencing man, in this which
has become Satan's world. In 2 Cor. 4:4 you read that Satan is the god of this world.
This world worships a god and the god it worships is Satan, and the world doesn't know
that.
If I tell you that the majority of religious people of this world worship the wrong God you
will think that I'm wrong because you have been led to think that they are right. They all
think that everyone is lost unless they get saved. And that is the most universal
misconception that exists today. That is the most believed misconception and lie of any
by far.
Those that are not called cannot come to Christ. No man can come to Christ except the
Father draw him. But what about those the Father does not draw? Well, they just are not
being judged. However, whatever they do, the record is there. It is going to come up in
their judgment. Jesus Christ spoke about "the judgment"; that it will be better for Sodom
and Gomorrah than for those hypocrites who were so opposed to Him. Others are not yet
being judged. But whatever they did in this life is going to come up in the judgment, and
then it is going to be judged. They will be given a chance to repent of it and to be saved.
That is the Great White Throne Judgment, more than a thousand years off from now.
End of This Age Imminent
Those now called have Satan to overcome. Those that will be called in the Millennium
will not have to overcome Satan. Notice the difference: Those who are called now, if we
do overcome, will sit with Christ in His throne ruling, and those saved later will not. We
have Satan to overcome, but we have a greater thing waiting for us.
We must grow in grace and knowledge. We are living in the kind of a world where God
cut man off and told man to go ahead and form his own governments, his own education
and his own religions. Look at the religions wars have been fought over. But God did
put a time limit on it, and we are very near the end of that time. The chronology may be
anywhere from two to 10 or 15 years, I don't know, but I know that we are in the very last
days now. It's not going to be very long now. Every sign in the world shows that we are
right at the time. It's coming very, very soon now.
God has called me to get the Church ready, because when He comes, the Church is called
His wife and in Revelation 19 it says that His wife has made herself ready. Christ loved
the Church, and He gave Himself for it that He might present it to Himself a glorious
Church not having spot or wrinkle, but that it might be a holy Church without blemish.
Well this Church is not without blemish. We have got spots and wrinkles. Let's not kid
ourselves.

Remember that God is going to give us everything that is good for us. God is for every
kind of fun that is lasting and not harmful. He is not for these things that are in the
world. Pot, dope, all of those things that are going around today, those are all things that
Satan is using. You need to be careful to know whether it is of Satan and whether it is a
deception or whether it is true and whether it is of God. The things of God are right, and
we just need to realize that we are at the end of this age. It isn't going to go on this way
much longer. bƒ
______________________________________
Editorial addendum:
God's Holy Day Plan
There is a weekly Sabbath (day of rest) and there are seven annual Sabbaths or Holy
Days, set apart to reveal God’s Plan of salvation. The weekly Sabbath reminds us of the
Creation and our Creator. The annual Holy Days are: The 1st Day of Unleavened Bread
and the Last Day of Unleavened Bread (known as the Passover season); Pentecost;
Trumpets; Atonement; Feast of Tabernacles; Last Great Day.
Are New Testament Christians instructed to observe these Holy Days? Jesus Christ said,
"For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you" (John
13:15). He also told the disciples to instruct their followers to teach and observe all
things He had commanded them (Matt. 28:20). Paul set an example by keeping these
days as he had "received from the Lord" (1 Cor. 11:23). He asked us to follow him even
as he followed Christ (1 Cor. 11:1, KJV). In the Book of Acts we find the accounts where
he kept these days – Acts 18:21 (KJV); 1 Cor. 5:8. The apostle John further instructed,
"He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked" (1 John
2:6).
For further information on the details and meaning of each Holy Day, please refer to our
booklet (online) Pagan Holidays or God’s Holy Days – Which?
________________________________________________________________________
_____________________
Disclaimer
Through this website you are able to link to other websites which are not under the
control of the Bible Fund. Also, we may refer to other sources on the Web. The
inclusion of any link does not necessarily imply a recommendation or endorsement of the
views expressed within those sites.
Our policy is based on the principle given by Jesus Christ when He said to His disciples:
"And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.... freely ye have
received, freely give." (Matthew 10:7-8.) Readers may download articles from the Bible
Fund website. When doing so, we request that readers using our articles elsewhere,
please include the name, address and disclaimer seen at the end of our articles.

We also honor the principle mentioned by Christ Himself: "For he that is not against us
is on our part" (Mark 9:40).
Please respect our policy of not selling any of the material placed on our website.
If anyone notices the use of our material on other sites, he/she may check its fidelity to
the original by comparing with the material on our website.
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